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BH Area Spring Games start in Spearfish

Jacob Archambaullt, of
McGlaughlin Schools,
holds the torch to signal
the start of the Black

Hills Olympic Spring
Games, Friday, in
Spearfish. Field events
were cancelled due to
the weather moving the
event into the Field
House at the Donald E.
Young Center. See more
photos throughout the
sports pages, and check
Monday’s Pioneer for
even more photos.
Pioneer photo by
Dennis Knuckles

By JasoN Gross
Black Hills Pioneer

SPEARFISH — Emotion over-
came Ammie Schwender when she
talked about Special Olympics' signif-
icance Friday morning.

“It means a lot,’ wender said as
she dropped ber head and wiped tears
from her eyes. “My parents know
how much it means to me.”

Spearfish hosted the {irst day of the
Black Hills Area Spring Games.
Weather forced the events from Lyle
Hare Stadium to the Donald E. Young
Center.

Schwender attends school at the
Northern Hills Training Center in
Spearfish. The 22-year-old won her
heat of the female 100-meter dash in
her first event.

She went to the awards stand to
receive her blue ribbon. It fit right in
with her blue-and-white shirt, not to
mention her blue headband.

Schwender clenched her fists in joy
and accepted congratulations from
several as she left the stand. The
accolades would have come regard-
less of the ribbon color.

“T like to watch my friends from
Northern Hills Training Center do
their best,” S

Schwender said of what
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Many volunteers lend their time to
Special Olympics.

Doug Malcolm of Spearfish regu-
larly contributes money to the effort,
but this is his first time as a volun-
teer. He moved here from Chicago,
111., about two months ago.

“I'm going with the flow,”
Malcolm said before the events
began. He added he would probably
wait by the finish line and help bring
contestants to the award stand.

“It looks like it will be a lot of
fun,” said Malcolm, who wore a
bright orange shirt to identify him-
self as a volunteer. “The main thing
is to make sure the contestants have
a good time.”

Rapid City resident Danielle
Madson is also a first-time volunteer
here. She looked forward to helping
out, lending encouragement, and
working with everyone.

Madson's Special Olympics inter-
est started with Emily Coulter.
Coulter was a 28-year-old Tracy,
Minn. resident who was a Special

Members of the Spearfish team parade around the track during opening cere-
monies Friday at the Black Hills Spring Games, in Spearfish. Pioneer photo by
Jason Gross

Olympian before passing away in
2009.
“She was never down, no matter

2

what,” Madson said in recalling

Coulter's outlook on life. “Emily was
always happy and had an attitude of
'T can conquer the world,” Madson
said. “We all can learn from that.”




